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STATOR FOR SYNCHRONOUS MOTORS HAVING MORE THAN 
TWO POLES 
Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a stator for synchronous motors having 
more than two poles. 
Background Art 

It is known that single-phase permanent-magnet synchronous motors are 
currently provided by means of a stator configuration S which is shaped like 
a tuning fork (see Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings), which has been 
. very successful thanks to its low cost arising from its extreme constructive 
simplicity. 

The windings, not shown in Figure 1, are formed on spools with winding 
machines which have a high production rate, can be easily automated and 
therefore have an unbeatable investment/productivity ratio. 

The coils are then very easily fitted on the respective pole shoes of the 
stator. 

Moreover, Figure 1 clearly shows that the process for blanking the metal 
laminations that compose the stator pack minimizes waste, thanks to the 
tuning-fork geometry, which allows two contours to interpenetrate. 

In synchronous motors having a stator with more than two poles, the 
structure is necessarily more complicated. 

Figure 2, for example, illustrates the diagram of a four-pole stator in 
which there is a ring A on the inside whereof there are four dovetail slots B 
for the interlocking insertion of complementarily shaped ends C of pole 
shoes D. 

In this case also, the windings, not shown, are produced on spools by 
means of winding machines and the coils are fitted on the pole shoes D. 

Finally, the pole shoes D are inserted in the ring A with an interlocking 
coupling. 

In this case, construction of the stator is complicated, because the ring A 
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becomes very expensive as it entails a large amount of waste in the blanking 
process, while the interlocking coupling of the pole shoes D with the ring A 
causes problems related both to coupling tolerances (if they are too small, 
assembly is particularly difficult, whereas if they are too large, one 
introduces a loss in the magnetic circuit and an insufficient structural 
solidity of the stator, with the risk of introducing unwanted vibrations) and 
to assembly, which must occur at right angles to the plane of the stator, with 
consequent complications in the assembly process. 

In order to solve these problems, motors have been devised in which the 
stator (see Figure 3) is constituted by a plurality of sectors E which are 
joined at their ends, forming as a whole a closed annular structure. 

A pole shoe F protrudes from each sector E and is monolithic therewith. 
The ends G are complementarily shaped, forming male-female 
interlocking couplings H, and constitute, as a whole, seats I for mutual 
fixing screws, not shown. 

In this case, the monolithic annular element is eliminated, but there is 
still the need to interlock the last sector E by acting on a plane which is 
perpendicular to the stator plane, with the consequent coupling problems, 
although greater structural solidity is achieved by means of the screws. 

The interlocking couplings H moreover introduce asymmetry problems 
which make it necessary to orientate the pack during assembly. 

The amount of waste is reduced with respect to the preceding case. 
Disclosure of the Invention 

The aim of the present invention is to provide a stator for synchronous 
25 motors having more than two poles which allows to fit coils wound 
beforehand on spools by means of winding machines in a simple manner on 
each one of the poles before assembly. 

Within the scope of this aim, a consequent primary object is to provide a 
stator which avoids the need to orientate the components during mutual 
30 assembly. 
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Another object is to eliminate any kind of interlocking between the parts, 
so as to eliminate the problems related to the mechanical coupling tolerance 
in order to facilitate assembly. 

Another important object is to minimize the amount of waste during the 
blanking process. 

These and other objects which will become better apparent hereinafter 
are achieved by a stator for synchronous motors with more than two poles, 
comprising a plurality of sectors formed by lamination packs which are 
joined at their ends, forming as a whole a closed annular structure, at least 
one pole shoe protruding from each one of said sectors, characterized in that 
said ends define, at each connecting region, by respective facing shaped 
portions, at least one tab with opposite undercuts, one for each end, said 
tabs accommodating corresponding portions of an elastic connecting 
element which surrounds said tab and rigidly couples the sectors. 
Brief Desc ription of the Drawing s 

Further characteristics and advantages of the invention will become 
apparent from the detailed description of embodiments thereof, illustrated 
only by way of non-limitative example in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of two laminations of a first conventional stator; 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a second conventional stator pack; 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of a third conventional stator pack; 
Figure 4 is a plan view of a first embodiment of the pack of a stator 
according to the invention; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the stator pack of Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of a stator in a second embodiment of the 
invention; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of a third embodiment of the pack of a stator 
according to the invention; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the stator pack of Figure 7; 
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Figure 9 is a view of the blanking lines of a portion of metal plate from 
which the components of the pack of Figure 7 are obtained. 
Ways of carrying out the Invention 

With reference to the above cited Figures 4 and 5, a stator for 
synchronous motors having more than two poles comprises, in a first 
embodiment, four sectors 10 formed by lamination packs which are joined 
at their ends 11, forming as a whole a closed annular structure 12, which in 
this case has a substantially octagonal shape. 

In particular, each sector 10 forms, with its middle portion, one wall of 
the annular structure and forms, with its ends, respective wall portions 
which are inclined at 45 sexagesimal degrees with respect to the rest. 

At least one pole shoe 13 protrudes toward the center of the annular 
structure 12 in the middle region of each sector 10. 

According to the invention, the ends 11, at each mutual coupling region 
14, rest against each other edge to edge by means of flat surfaces and define, 
together with respective facing shaped portions 15, at least one tab 16, 
which has a circular profile in the case being considered. 

The tab 16 can be internal and/or external (as shown by the dashed lines 
of Figure 4). 

As a whole, each sector 10 is symmetrical with respect to a longitudinal 
middle plane. 

The region where the portions 15 of the tab 16 connect to the 
corresponding ends 11 is, as a whole, narrower than the diameter of the tab 
16, so that mutually opposite undercuts 17 (one for each end 11) are formed 
which accommodate corresponding end portions of an elastic coupling 
element which is constituted, in this case, by a spring 18 made of metal plate 
which completely surrounds said tab 16 and rigidly couples the sectors. 

The force with which the spring 18 acts depends of course on the 
material that composes it and on its geometry. 

In practice, the undercuts 17 form inclined planes and/or dovetail 
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elements on which longitudinal edges 19 of the spring 18 act; the spring is 
shaped appropriately, in this case, like a longitudinally open cylinder. 

With reference now to the above cited Figure 6, a stator for a six-pole 
motor is illustrated which is constituted by six sectors 110, each of which 
forms a wall of an annular structure 112 which has a hexagonal contour. 

Each sector 110 has a pole shoe 113 in its middle region; in this case, the 
spool 120 of the corresponding winding of the pole shoe, not shown for the 
sake of simplicity, is shown inserted. 

In this case also, the ends 111 are joined by means of facing flat surfaces 
114 by virtue of contoured portions 115 which form tabs 116 having a 
circular profile and on which coupling springs 118 act. 

With reference now to the above cited Figures 7 to 9, in another 
embodiment the stator of a four-pole motor is composed of four sectors 210, 
whose ends 211 lie at right angles to the middle regions provided with the 
pole shoes 213. 

The sectors 210 are therefore E-shaped and form, as a whole, a closed 
cross-shaped annular structure 212. 

Mutual coupling occurs in the same manner as in the preceding cases, 
with contoured portions 215 which form tabs 216 which have a circular 
profile and on which springs 218 shaped like a longitudinally open cylinder 
are fitted. 

Figure 9 illustrates the blankings produced on a portion of metal plate 
221 from which the components 210a (laminations) of each sector 210 are 
obtained. 

The E-shaped figures perfectly interpenetrate, providing considerable 
savings in raw material and optimizing the process. 

In practice it has been observed that in all the embodiments the stator 
according to the invention has achieved the intended aim and objects. 

The provision of a composite outer annular structure of the stator in fact 
allows to provide the windings separately from said stator and then fit them 
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on the pole shoes before assembly. 

The perfect symmetry of each sector with respect to the others avoids the 
need to orientate the parts for mutual assembly. 

The springs which, thanks to their elasticity, adapt to the shapes and 
5 dimensions of the tabs, eliminate the problems in terms of coupling 
tolerances between the parts. 

Moreover, optimization of the shapes of each sector ensures a reduction 
of the blanking waste of the laminations that compose the stator, providing 
considerable savings in raw material and optimizing the process. 
io The invention thus conceived is susceptible of numerous modifications 
and variations, all of which are within the scope of the appended claims. 

All the details may furthermore be replaced with other technically 
equivalent elements. 

In practice, the materials used, so long as they are compatible with the 
15 contingent use, as well as the dimensions, may be any according to 
requirements. 

The disclosures in Italian Patent Application No. PD99A000130 from 
which this application claims priority are incorporated herein by reference. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A stator for synchronous motors with more than two poles, comprising 
a plurality of sectors formed by lamination packs which are joined at their 
ends, forming as a whole a closed annular structure, at least one pole shoe 
protruding from each one of said sectors, characterized in that said ends 
define, at each connecting region, thanks to respective facing shaped 
portions, at least one tab with mutually opposite undercuts, one for each 
end, said tabs accommodating corresponding portions of an elastic 
connecting element which surrounds said tab and rigidly couples two 
adjacent sectors. 

2. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that each one of said 
sectors is symmetrical with respect to a longitudinal middle plane. 

3. The stator according to one or more of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that said sectors are identical. 

4. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that said ends rest 
against each other with flat surfaces. 

5. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that said tab has a 
circular profile. 

6. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that said tab is 
internal and/or external with respect to said annular structure. 

7. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that said connecting 
region where said portions that compose said tab connect to the 
corresponding ends of the sectors is, as a whole, narrower than the diameter 
of said tab. 

8. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that said elastic 
element is constituted by a spring made of metal plate which completely 
surrounds said tab. 

9. The stator according to claim 8, characterized in that said spring is 
shaped like a longitudinally open cylinder. 

10. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that in a four-pole 
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case each one of said sectors forms, with a middle portion thereof, a wall of 
the annular structure, and forms, with ends thereof, respective wall portions 
which are inclined with respect to the rest by 45 sexagesimal degrees. 

11. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that in a four-pole 
5 case the ends of each sector lie at right angles to middle regions provided 

with pole shoes, each sector being E-shaped, said sectors forming, as a 
whole, a closed cross-shaped annular structure. 

12. The stator according to claim 1, characterized in that in a six-pole 
case each one of said sectors forms a wall of an annular structure which has 

10 a hexagonal contour. 



WO 00/79670 PCT/EPOO/05037 

r 




WO 00/79670 PCT/EP00/05037 




WO 00/79670 



PCT/EP00/05037 



3/3 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 H02K1/14 H02K15/02 



Intern laf Application No 

PCT/EP 00/05037 



According to International Patent Clas sification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B< FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum dowmentation search <** (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 H02K 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, PAJ, WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 


PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 008, no. 063 (E-233), 

24 March 1984 (1984-03-24) 

-& JP 58 212337 A (MATSUSHITA DENKI SANGY0 

KK), 10 December 1983 (1983-12-10) 

abstract 


1-10,12 


Y 


PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol . 010, no. 313 (E-448), 

24 October 1986 (1986-10-24) 

& JP 61 124241 A (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND 

CO LTD), 12 June 1986 (1986-06-12) 

abstract 


1-10 


Y 


DE 875 227 C (SIEMENS SCHUCKERTWERKE AG) 
30 April 1953 (1953-04-30) 
figure 9 


12 



| X j Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



|X j Patent family members are listed in annex. 



" Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. . 

&* document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 

12 September 2000 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

18/09/2000 


Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, p.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswtjk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 eponl, 
Fax; (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Roy, C 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



C.<Contlnuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Intern lal Application No 

PCT/EP 00/05037 



Category ° 



Citation of document, with indication.where appropriate, of the relevant passages 

US 3 644 767 A (KASAR60D SADANAND VITHAL 
ET AL) 22 February 1972 (1972-02-22) 
figure 1 



Relevant to daim No. 



l 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

^rmatton on patent family member* 



Patent document 
cited In search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


JP 58212337 


A 


10-12-1983 


NONE 




JP 61124241 


A 


12-06-1986 


NONE 




DE 875227 


C 




NONE 





Intern- lal Application No 

PCT/EP 00/05037 



US 3644767 A 22-02-1972 



FR 2086616 A 



